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inferior to that of Jehovah in the Old Testament. Dr. Hang (Essays, p. 302) goes so far as to say that it is perfectly identical. Ahura Mazda is called by Zarathushtra 'the Creator of the earthly and spiritual life, the Lord of the whole universe, in whose hands are all creatures. He is the light and the source of light; he is the wisdom, and intellect. He is in possession of all good things, spiritual and worldly, such as the good mind (vohu-mano), immortality (amereta/Z), health (haurvatkZ), the best truth (asha vahishta), devotion and piety (fcrmaiti), and abundance of earthly goods (khshathra vairya), that is to say, he grants all these gifts to th^ righteous man, who is upright in thoughts, words, and deeds. As the ruler of the whole universe, he not only rewards the good, but he is a punisher of the wicked at the same time. All that is created, good or evil, fortune or misfortune, is his work. A separate evil spirit of equal power with Ahura Mazda, and always opposed to him, is foreign to the earlier portions of the Avesta, though the existence of such a belief among the Zoroastrians may be gathered from some of the later writings, such as the Vendidad.'
Coincidences such as these are certainly startling, but to a student of comparative theology they only prove the universality of truth; they necessitate by no means the admission of a common historical origin or the borrowing on one side or the other. We ought in fact rejoice that with regard to these fundamental truths the so-called heathen religions are on a perfect level with the Jewish and the Christian religions.
But suppose we found the same name, the same proper name of the Deity, say Jehovah in the Avesta,